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Emergency, what emergency? 

Submitted Anonymous on Sun, 22/12/2019 - 13:34 
Last week the Meteorological Office published the State of 
the UK Climate Report showing that 10 of the hottest years 
on record have come in the last 16 (since 2002). As you 
know the UK Parliament passed unanimously a motion 
declaring a Climate Emergency. The UK government acted 
upon the Committee on Climate Change’s (CCC) headline 
advice which was: 

“The UK should legislate as soon as possible to reach net- 
zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. The target can be 
legislated as a 100% reduction in greenhouse gases (GHGs) 
from 1990 and should cover all sectors of the economy, 
including international aviation and shipping”. 

They did this via an unopposed Statutory Instrument "THE 
CLIMATE CHANGE ACT 2008 (2050 TARGET 
AMENDMENT) ORDER 2019" which merely changes the 
target for emissions reduction from 80% to 100%, i.e. net 
zero. That's all. So, since the original Climate Change Act 
excludes International Aviation & Shipping, that's not been 
changed by this amendment. The CCC said in their advice 
that they shall write to the government regarding Aviation 
emissions by the end of this year but until then they remain 
excluded despite what BEIS Minister Greg Clark says about 
plans for net zero including them. 

FAILURE TO ACT 

With more Methane and less Sulphur in the atmosphere 
we're on target to breach the 1.5C degree limit of The Paris 
Accord by 2030. We have a declared emergency then, but 
little in the way of action or a plan. In fact, since 2015 this 
government has been responsible for much obstruction, 
contradiction and dithering resulting in:- 

a moratorium on onshore wind power, effectively banning 


development with its systematic dismantling; 
a reduction of almost all solar power support, costing 
hundreds of jobs and stifling what needs to be a high- 
growth sector; 

scrapping the Zero Carbon Homes standard; 
selling-off the Green Investment Bank; 
removing support for tidal power; 
relentlessly pushing Fracking and Acidisation, 
perpetuating extraction and use of Fossil Fuel gas; 
presiding over a 98% fall in home insulation measures 
since 2010; 

planning for only 30GW of offshore wind power on-stream 

by 2030, when the CCC say 75GW is needed; 

a policy of a 2040 cut off date for new petrol/diesel 

vehicles, when the CCC say 2030 is necessary; 

a cut in electric vehicle plug-in grants; 

support for maximising offshore oil & gas exploration and 

development; 

allowing a 3rd runway at Heathrow to go ahead along with 

many other airport expansion schemes; 

no proper decarbonisation plan for the UK's 27m homes. 

Nobody ever seems to talk about the "how" of the Paris 
Accord, where the methods previously agreed were re¬ 
confirmed as swapping Fossil Fuels for:- Nuclear Power, 
Carbon Capture & Storage (CCS), Bio-energy (mostly 
Biofuels) & Renewables! Apart from renewable energy 
there are major problems with these false solutions, never 
mind the continued near absence of demand reduction 
measures. 

Not New Nuclear 

With no Nuclear Power campaigners at any major NGO in 
the UK there's a danger of the reappearance of Nuclear 
ambivalence. So apart from taking a decade to build; CO2 
emissions (not just from mining finite uranium); no safe or 



adequate waste storage solutions after 50 years; a major 
accident every decade; rising sea levels at all coastal sites; 
exorbitant guaranteed "strike prices" for electricity 
generated and prioritised over Renewables; weapons 
proliferation; health threats; terrorism targets; huge 
coolant water usage; there's the mind-blowing monumental 
cost compared to the Renewables they would displace 
Nuclear Power is not low carbon 

With construction taking anything up to 10 years longer 
than renewable projects the emissions not saved over those 
years should be taken into account. Nuclear effectively 
emits 64-i02g of CO2 per kilowatt hour of plant capacity 
just from grid emissions during the wait for projects to 
come online or be refurbished. See - Evaluation of Nuclear 
Power as a Proposed Solution to Global Warming, Air 
Pollution, and Energy Security by Mark Z Jacobson May 
2019 ttps://web.stanford.edu/group/efmh/jacobson 
/Articles/I/NuclearVsWWS.pdf and PV Magazine 18th 
April 2019 https://www.pv-magazine.com/2019/04 
/18/there-is-no-such-thing-as-a-zero-... ; 

All plants also emit 44-C02/kWh from the water-vapour 
and heat they release, contrasting with solar panels and 
wind turbines which reduce heat or water-vapour fluxes to 
the air by about 2.2 g-C02/kWh for a net difference from 
this factor alone of 6.6 g-C02e/kWh; 

Overall life-cycle emissions for nuclear power mean value 
is about 66 grams of carbon dioxide for every kWh 
produced. This compares to about 9g for wind, 32g for 
solar and 443g for gas. This puts nuclear as the third 
highest carbon emitter after coal-fired plants and natural 
gas. See - Sovacool, B.- Valuing the greenhouse gas 
emissions from nuclear power: A critical survey, Energy 
Policy, August 2008. https://www.sciencedirect.com 
/science/article/pii/So30i42i5o8ooi997 ; 


Existing Nuclear plants emit indirect carbon dioxide due to 
the continuous mining and refining of increasingly finite 
uranium needed to make the fuel. The more reactors built 
around the globe, the more life-cycle emissions would 
increase as the quality of uranium used decreased, making 
it necessary to use more energy to get the uranium out of 
the ground, https://www.st0rmsmith.nl/i05.html 

The UK government's paint-by-numbers so-called Nuclear 
Renaissance is floundering with none of the multinational 
corporations still involved due to the heinous costs. Pretty 
much none have ever been built without State Aid and the 
2 "corporations" left involved are the French & Chinese 
State controlled EDF & CGN. Post-Brexit of course there 
will be no EU competition laws to prevent the UK 
government (that'll be us) funding Nuclear new build etc., 
not that that's ever stopped the French government & EDF. 
C'est la vie, as we won't be allowed to say after 31st 
October! 

However in the last fortnight the UK government 
announced examining new financing strategy/funding 
models for Nuclear new build:- https://www.gov.uk 
/government/news/innovative-funding-models-and- 
technol... . Basically, the scheme is if you pay an electricity 
bill you'll be paying extra personally for new Nuclear with 
an extra Nuclear Tax on your bill! 

Carbon Capture & Storage (CCS) 

The announcement contained a myriad of consultations 
and reviews in place of actual climate action except that 
"the government has committed £170 million towards 
deploying technologies like carbon capture and hydrogen 
networks in industrial clusters to support our mission to 
establish the world’s first net zero industrial cluster by 
2040.". Plans were also "announced to make it easier to 


recycle oil and gas infrastructure for use in CCUS projects, 
including using some of the 20,000 km of pipelines and 
depleted oil and gas reservoirs to transport and store 
carbon dioxide.". Having previously drastically failed to get 
any takers for money on offer to develop CCS, the 
government announced "investing £26 million into 9 
schemes. One of these, in Cheshire, will soon become the 
UK’s largest carbon capture project, with the captured 
carbon dioxide potentially being used to make a range of 
products, from eye drops to instant noodles.". Still nobody 
has yet been able to demonstrate this technology is viable 
or reliable at scale for power stations. Reading more 
carefully in the Notes of the announcement we find the 
government are actually only "committing to rolling out 
carbon capture technology at scale in the 2030s, subject to 
costs coming down". So maybe not then? 

Biofuels & Bioenergy 

Companies like Drax are currently devastating swamp and 
wetland forest in the United States for pelleting into 
Biomass and have gorged on obscene UK government 
subsidies to switch to burning it in their power stations, all 
this false solution in the name of green energy. 
https://www.biofuelwatch.org.uk/ 

Substituting fossil fuel oil with biofuels is also a false and 
highly destructive prospect. Biofuels cannot be supplied at 
the large scale required. For example the only proven 
aviation biofuel technology relies on vegetable oils and the 
only feedstock that would be economically feasible on a 
large scale is palm oil, which is one of the main drivers of 
deforestation worldwide and substituting land for food 
growing. See: Ernsting, Almuth (2017): Aviation Biofuels: 
How ICAO and Industry Plans for ‘Sustainable Alternative 
Aviation Fuels’ Could Lead to Planes Flying on Palm Oil. 
https://www.biofuelwatch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads 
/ Aviation-biofuels-rep ... 


Substantial use of biofuels would (both directly and 
indirectly) drive a massive increase in deforestation and 
peat drainage and thereby cause vast carbon emissions. It 
would also lead to land grabbing and human rights 
violations, including forced eviction and loss of food 
sovereignty. For a fairly recent (2014) study on the 
detrimental impact of biofuel consumption in the 
European Union, see: https://ec.europa.eu/energy/sites 
/ener/files/documents/Final%2oReport_GL... 

ITS UP TO US 

So the UK government is not only failing to take the 
prompt and promised action the science tells us is 
necessary, its wasting time and our money on false 
solutions. 

Its up to us to act. 

In the USA much was made of Trumplethinskin's 
withdrawal from the Paris Accord but it must be said that 
US Cities' States and neighbourhoods are bypassing 
National "government" and making their own plans and 
organising emissions reduction. There are plenty of carbon 
reduction websites to look at and then reduce personal 
emissions but attached is the draft from the new Zero 
Carbon Britain Report on how you can get your local 
authority to join increasing numbers who have already 
passed a Climate Emergency motion. You could also use 
this to organise in your local neighbourhood and bypass 
our almost entirely climate slovenly politicians. 

Replace the sound of climate breakdown increasing severe 
Summer rain and hail, with the sound of the penny finally 
dropping. See you on the streets. 
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Attachments: 

0 Developing a climate emergency plan from CAT 
2019.pdf [https://risingtide.org.uk/files 
/Developing%2oa%20climate%2oemergency%2oplan%2of 
r0m%20CAT%202019.pdf] 

POWER BEYOND BORDERS Reclaim 
the Power MASS ACTION CAMP- 26th - 
30th July 2019 

Submitted Irt2 on Thu, 16/05/2019 - 20:21 
Given our work has so many overlapping priorities 
we've agreed to work together with RtP in London (& 
Bristol) and hold joint meetings. One of the reasons we 
have got together is to support this camp to highlight a 
future of connected communities and a climate justice 
movement that recognises the rights of everyone - a 
mass action camp for migrant and climate justice, 
taking direct action against new gas infrastructure 
built by Drax, shutting it down and also training-up 
and learning how to support resistance to the UK's 
Hostile Environment for migrants to take action later 
this year, https://www.facebook.com/events 
/584658665344782/ 

In our communities migrants and people targeted by 
racism face multiple threats to their ability to lead their 
lives. In this Brexit-fueled era we want to stand in 
solidarity with them in facing down the racism of the 
state’s Hostile Environment and the emboldened far 
right.The border is everywhere, it's just invisible to 
those of us with citizenship. People at the sharp end, 
friends and allies have been challenging these racist 
regimes for years. Based on the aims drawn up by 
some of the groups most affected we want to learn at 


the camp how to challenge that Hostile 
Environment.To do this work well we need to start by 
listening to the incredible activists at the sharp end of 
migrant justice. So as well as informative and inspiring 
talks and trainings on climate, the programme is going 
to be packed with chances to learn about the impact of 
the Hostile Environment and ways we can take action 
against it. 

Also, Drax Power is planning to build the UK’s largest 
gas fired power station this autumn. If this happens 
our energy system will be chained to fossil fuels for 
decades, condemning us to climate breakdown. It’s not 
just Drax. In the middle of a climate emergency, the 
UK government and big corporates are currently 
planning more new fossil-fueled gas powered 
electricity infrastructure than anywhere else in Europe. 
If the plans go ahead, we’re giving up a unique 
opportunity to transition to a democratic energy 
system based on flexible, distributed renewables. 
Instead, the hapless government will be lining the 
pockets of opportunistic multinational companies with 
tainted public subsidies for new fossil-fuel gas. 
Countries like Germany and others are indicating that 
they'll be following the UK's lead so beating Drax will 
help force fossil-fuel gas out of Europe. It’s up to us to 
turn off the gas and show investors and the 
government what real action for the climate looks like. 
In a secret location in South-East England, near 
London, activists from across Europe will be camping 
together, gearing up for action with talks, workshops 
and a big party! There will be communal food, toilets 
and everything you need (accessible camping will also 
be available).In the coming months there will be 
national organising meetings to make this as beautiful 
and powerful as it can be - for those of you who can't 
resist data harvesters, these will be up on the Facebook 


page. Out of this process we will develop an inspiring 
programme of events for the camp and work to create 
the political and practical infrastructure we'll need. 

If you would like a speaker, workshop or can help 
spread the word by holding an event or distributing 
flyers, email:- powerbeyondborders@protonmail.com 
[mailto:powerbeyondborders@protonmail.com]. 
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Update:- LONDON HEATHROW 
EXPANSION 3rd RUNWAY = RUNAWAY 
CLIMATE BREAKDOWN 

Submitted Irt2 on Thu, 16/05/2019 - 20:04 

Hopefully this may enable you to make what sense can be 

made around Heathrow expansion? 

As you know even before the intended £i8billion further 
expansion, Heathrow is the UK's biggest emitter of 
Greenhouse Gases at a time of Climate Breakdown 
emergency. 

Another runway would boost current flights of 480,000 to 
740,000 seeing passengers rise to 132 million effectively 
creating a new airport the size of London Gatwick! 
FALL-OUT FROM JUDICIAL REVIEW (JR); 
HEATHROW AIRSPACE & FUTURE OPERATIONS 
CONSULTATION; 

AVIATION GREEN PAPER ON FUTURE STRATEGY 


FALL-OUT FROM JUDICIAL REVIEW (JR) 


For 2 weeks in March the High Court heard Judicial 
Review evidence from Plan B, Friends of the Earth 
(FoE(EW&NI) & the Mayor of London/Local Authorities- 
supported by Greenpeace, on the expansion of Heathrow 
Airport, primarily on grounds that the Airports National 
(Planning) Policy Statement (A-NPS) was inconsistent with 
the Government's commitments on climate change under 
the Paris Agreement and inconsistent with the public's 
demand for a safe climate future, https://www.judiciary.uk 
/publications/heathrow-claimants-v-the-secretary... (Plan 
evidence begins page 96). 

On the one hand the Government promises "international 
leadership on climate change" and on the other it's 
planning major expansion of the UK's aviation capacity, 
one of the most polluting forms of transport, which would 
preclude the UK from making an appropriate contribution 
even to the minimum standard of the Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change. The UN body the IPCC last year warned 
that the consequences for life on earth of crossing the 1.5 °C 
temperature limit are dire and appalling (whether in terms 
of the environment, the economy or international security); 
and that without urgent and radical change the world is 
likely to hit that limit any time from 2030, just 11 years 
away. The UK Government claims to respect the science 
but its actions ironically "fly in the face" of scientific advice. 

On May Day the adjudication was passed down with 
humanity losing the case on the climate, environment, air 
quality, noise, wildlife & pollution grounds. 
https://planb.earth/wp-content/uploads/20i9/05/press- 
release-1-May-2019.pdf https://www.theguardian.com 
/ environment/2019/may/o 1 /high-court-dismisses... 
https://www.bbc.c0.uk/news/business-48118100 


Pretty much the judgment seemed to suggest we morally 
won but lost on The Law, which, as we all know is distinctly 
different to Justice. Victory for "business as usual" for the 
head-in-sand buried ostrich judiciary, our immoral 
government and bottom liners Heathrow Ltd, all oblivious 
to the oblivion of Climate Breakdown in full swing, 
https: / / www.judiciary.uk/wp-content/uploads /2019/05 
/Heathrow-third-runwa... https://www.judiciary.uk/wp- 
content/uploads/2019/05/Heathrow-main-judgme... 

However Plan B & FoE(EW&NI) on 8th May have now 
appealed against this despairing Judgement. Plan b's Court 
of Appeal skeleton argument is here: https://planb.earth 
/wp-content/uploads/20i9/c>5/Appeal-Skeleton-final.pdf 

In Paragraph 586 of the Judgement the Law Lords say "For 
the sake of completeness, we should add that Plan B Earth 
also asked the Secretary of State to review the A-NPS under 
section 6 of the PA (Planning Act) 2008 on the basis that 
the development of scientific knowledge as reflected in the 
Paris Agreement was a "significant change in 
circumstances" upon which the policy had been decided. By 
letter dated 27 November 2018, that request was 

declined.That decision was judicially reviewable, but no 

challenge was made.". 

The day after the Judgement on 2nd May, in a new soon to 
be used dictionary definition of "irony" the UK Committee 
on Climate Change (CCC), the UK Government's advisory 
body on Climate Breakdown, "complete" with an enormous 
coach & horses 3rd runway sized hole, published their long 
awaited, hopefully not posthumous Report on 
incorporating/updating the UK's Climate Budgets/Policy 
/Targets - to take account of the Paris Accord's targets 
which the government have so far failed to take account of 
or act upon .They did say though that the 
UK's planned increase in aviation would need to be curbed 



to restrict CO2. https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication 
/ net-zero-the-uks-contribution-to-s... 

The Labour Party, Government opposition, tabled a motion 
carried by the UK Parliament to declare a climate & 
ecological emergency, though like most of these passed by 
Local Authorities it mainly outlined how terrible it all is 
and something must be done. Later that day, Plan B wrote 
to the Government requesting that it review its plans to 
expand Heathrow Airport in light of: "Parliament's 
recognition yesterday of the existence of a climate and 
ecological emergency; and the publication of the 
Committee on Climate Change's report, which recommends 
a net zero target for 2050.".The Planning Act 2008 section 
6 provides for a review to take place where there has been a 
relevant change of circumstances. Watch this space for the 
reply being Judicially Reviewed when the government tries 
to cop-out again! 

There's no excuses for the Labour Party either as with the 
exception of the Labour MP for the area greatly affected by 
Heathrow expansion, John McDonnell (Shadow Chancellor 
of the Exchequer) and a few others, the Labour Party 
allegedly submitting to suggestion in a letter to their MP's 
from (affiliate & major donor) Unite-the Union's General 
Secretary Len McCluskey, voted for the 3rd runway to go 
ahead in spite of climate breakdown objections. Unite have 
also condemned the money spent on Judicially Reviewing 
the decision (A-NPS). McDonnell though, said many 
times during the previous Heathrow campaign, on many 
platforms around the time of The Camp for Climate 
Action's 2nd Camp at Sipson, Heathrow in 2007 and is still 
saying, that this campaign will not be won without direct 
action. 

The former Tory Government Minister John Gummer (now 
Lord Deben) is Chair of the CCC. He said in their Press 


Release accompanying their Report 
https://www.theccc.org.uk/ 2019/05/02/phase-out- 
greenhouse-gas-emissions-... on 2nd May:- "The UK can 
end its contribution to global warming within 30 years by 
setting an ambitious new target to reduce its greenhouse 
gas emissions to zero by 2050. Ten years after the Climate 
Change Act became law, now is the right moment to set a 
more ambitious goal. Achieving a 'net-zero' target by the 
middle of the century is in line with the UK's commitment 
under the Paris Agreement; the pact which the UK and the 
rest of the world signed in 2015 to curb dramatically the 

polluting gases that cause climate change.This is a 

crucial time in the global effort to tackle climate change. 
Global average temperature has already risen by i°C from 
pre-industrial levels, driving changes in our climate that 

are apparent increasingly.Net-zero in the UK would 

lead the global effort to further limit the rise to 
i.5°C. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) has emphasised the vital importance of limiting 
further warming to as low a level as possible and the need 
for deep and rapid emissions reductions in order to do 
so.The CCC's recommended targets, which cover all sectors 
of the UK, Scottish and Welsh economies, are achievable 
with known technologies, alongside improvements in 
people's lives, and should be put into law as soon as 
possible, the Committee says." 

The Report's suggestions on aviation are scant and 
weak. "Air travel will become more expensive because of the 
slow development of alternatives to polluting kerosene to 
power planes. Air passengers may be required to pay to 
offset the costs of their emissions from 2035." The report 
advocates frequent flyers — the 15 per cent of people 
responsible for 70 per cent of flights — "to catch trains and 
cut down on long-haul travel". The allusion to the off¬ 
setting of CO2 by planting trees panders to Heathrow Chief 
Executive Holland-Kaye, who has argued for some time it 




can off-set its CO2 emissions from a 3rd runway by 
restoring peat bogs, reiterated in the Daily Torygraph 
article from 2nd May "Heathrow is flying the flag for zero- 
carbon aviation". We kid you not. 

The reason for the scarcity & weakness is revealed first on 
page 35 of the Executive Summary to the Report: 

"Aviation.ICAO and IMO, the international agencies 

for aviation and shipping, have adopted targets to tackle 
emissions. The scenarios in this report go beyond those 
targets, suggesting increased ambition and stronger levers 
will be required in the long run. We will write to the 
Government later this year on its approach to aviation, 
building on the advice in this report. 

What a cop-out! Wouldn't it be "convenient" if that advice 
to the Government didn't arrive until after the Public 
Inquiry on the Heathrow Development Consent Order 
(DCO - the planning application)? 

The Government are not alone in incoherent conflicting 
policy announcements. The Civil Service are a mirror 
image of confusion. Last year in a speech to a UK Aviation 
Industry conference "National policy priorities for airport 
expansion in the UK", Sarah Bishop, Deputy Director, 
Aviation Policy, Department for Transport said;- 

".so we are expecting that there will be capacity 

constraints once more, even with a third runway at 

Heathrow.Given that we don't expect that runway to 

be operational until 2026 we've also made a policy 
statement around all other airports being able to make best 
use of their existing runways to ensure that we make the 
most of that existing capacity that's there in that meantime 

across the South East.So the forecast that we have, 

showed that capacity in the South East up to 2030 will be 
well-served with an additional runway at Heathrow, but 
there may be a need for a runway beyond that looking out 







to 2050.". 

- So even with a 3rd runway they were/are looking to have 
that capacity from South-East existing runways and maybe 
further unfettered lunatic 4th runway expansion too! 

Then on 11th May according to this report "Climate change 
'may curb growth in UK flying'" https://www.bbc.co.uk 
/news/science-environment-48233548 , in a letter to Plan 
B, the Department for Transport (DfT) Aviation Head 
Caroline Low said:- "It may be necessary to consider the 
CCC's recommended policy approach for aviation." - 
meaning ministers may have to review aviation strategy. 
Under the previous 80% CO2 reduction scenario, aviation 
had a privileged position. Its expansion would be counter¬ 
balanced by additional CO2 cuts in other sectors, like 
industry. The CCC now makes it clear this is not an option 
in a zero-carbon Britain and growth in aviation must be 
constrained. As Tim Crossland from Plan B says in this 
report; "The Government can either take the necessary 
action to avoid climate breakdown or it can stick to 
'business as usual' and expand aviation, the most polluting 
mode of transport but it can't have it both ways.". 

We must stop Heathrow expansion for any hope of the UK 
making a fair contribution to the Paris Agreement. As 
above, both Plan B and Friends of the Earth (EW&NI) are 
appealing the JR. This is an expensive process. In 
particular https://planb.earth/plan-b-cases/ are a small 
charity bringing the case directly with the support of a 
network of volunteer lawyers and they need to raise funds 
to cover potential cost liability. Please help fight for our 
common future by donating 

https: / / www.crowdj ustice. com / case/no-to-heathrow/ 
#NoToHeathrow #YesToOur Future 

In the meantime of the JR Appeal being heard, Heathrow 
Ltd are drawing up their detailed plans for the new runway 


as part of the DCO process. After publishing a Master Plan 
(detailing what goes where and a new terminal 6), these 
plans (including moving the M25 London orbital 
motorway) will be consulted upon. Currently this is 
targetted from June 2019 (including the Environmental 
Impact Assessment) in an 18-month process where views 
will be sought on the proposed scheme for expansion and 
how Heathrow will manage and mitigate the effects of this 
growth on local communities (that means wiping out local 
villages!). The consultation is statutory and Heathrow is 
required by Government to hold it to determine the 
preferred plan for expansion. 
www.heathrowconsultation.com/expansion/ 
[http://www.heathrowconsultation.com/expansion/] . 
After this consultation the DCO will be submitted in 2020 
under the Planning Act 2008. The DCO application will 
include requests for a range of powers and authorisations, 
including powers for the compulsory acquisition of land. 

All this with a view to going before a Planning Inquiry later 
in 2020 when there will be another chance to challenge 
Heathrow at this Public Inquiry stage 
(https://www.heathrowexpansion.com/the-expansion- 
plan/planning-process/) when the DCO submission is 
made to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS- 
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/ ). 

This is required for Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects (NSIPs) like Heathrow. The original JR 
Judgement & the Government's Barrister both said that the 
JR arguments made may be more appropriate to that stage. 

However, following a public examination period led by the 
Planning Inspectorate, any recommendation by the Public 
Inquiry Planning Inspector would merely be advisory for 
the Secretary of State to make a decision which can be, for 

political reasons.and currently that person is the 

terminally incompetent Secretary of State for 



Nincompoops, sorry Transport, Chris "failing" Grayling, 
the pillock who wasted £5obn on now cancelled post-Brexit 
contracts, some for ferry companies who owned no ferries; 
was responsible for multitudinous rail timetabling and 
franchising cock-ups; and is responsible for the looming 
concrete eating Hi-Speed Rail 2 project to save 15 minutes 
from London to Birmingham. 

Heathrow would be looking to get the DCO granted with 
final permission in 2021 and to open the new runway in 
2026 after starting to build just before the scheduled UK 
General Election in 2022. 

HEATHROW AIRSPACE & FUTURE OPERATIONS 
CONSULTATION 

In addition to the 3rd Runway expansion, a belt and 
braces, fail-back, 25,000 super-extra flights expansion, 
above the 480,000 cap, - consultation was held by 
Heathrow closing on 4th March 2019. 

In Summary:- The Government laid down some codicils 
that if a third runway can be built there would need to be a 
tougher night flight regime - a break of 6V2 hours instead 
of the current 5 - and wherever possible, periods of respite 
for all communities. So - Runway alternation in West 
London would be cut from half a day to a third of the day, 
to allow for alternation on a third runway if it is built and 
the consultation asked for views on how this should be 
implemented; Significant changes to airspace were 
proposed to allow for vast swathes of London and the 
Home Counties, which currently get all-day flying, to get 
noise respite for the first time, applying to both arrivals and 
departures ; The night period when there are no scheduled 
flights allowed would be extended from 5 hours to six and a 
half hours and views were sought on how this should 
operate; Views were also sought on whether 'westerly 



operation' should remain - this is where aeroplanes 
continue to fly as 

if a west wind is blowing when there is an east wind (of up 
to 5 knots); plus steeper approaches to runways; They were 
also consulting on "anything you think we should take into 
account in your area when designing new flight paths" - so 
the extra emissions contributing to further climate 
breakdown were within the scope of this consultation! 

Although this consultation has now closed its still useful to 
look at current Government Guidance on respite in the Air 
Navigation Guidance 20i7:-https://www.gov.uk 
/government/publications/uk-air-navigation- 
guidance-2017 - notably 1.2-4 and 3.5. The campaign group 
HACAN has a 4 page summary of the consultation 
document: http://hacan.org.uk/wp-content/uploads 
/2019/01/Heathrow-Consultation-sum... and the full 
document here too:- http://hacan.org.uk/wp-content 
/uploads/2 o 19/ o l/Heathrow-Airspace-and-Fut... 

Heathrow are in the process of reviewing responses and 
archiving them. After this they will publish detailed flight 
paths for consultation in 2021/22, with a view to having the 
new flight paths in place by 2026. 

AVIATION GREEN PAPER ON FUTURE STRATEGY 

Overarching all this the UK government is consulting NOW 
on a new Aviation "Green Paper" ("Aviation 2050: The 
future of UK aviation strategy" https://www.gov.uk 
/government/consultations/aviation-2050-the-future-of-... 
) - for a grim future where they have ignored the peril of 
climate breakdown to continue business as usual by 
returning to the bankrupt "Predict & Provide" attitude to 
Aviation Expansion with zero demand management. Some 
of this is being driven by the "Brexit" panic of the UK 
leaving the European Union with a desperate attempt to 


hang on to trade. To issue even a draft Paper before the 
CCC had reported on bringing UK targets into line with the 
Paris Accord, (due to the failing Government being 
negligently late to even ask for their advice - and that now 
published advice being generally bereft of aviation advice) 
this document is wholly inappropriate and inadequate with 
many flaws and emissions omissions. 

The final (probably "White") Paper will be finalised and 
planned for release in the second half of 2019. However, for 
presumably the above reasons, the consultation period was 
extended until 20th June. Please make your views known. 
Link to the full paper: 
https://aviationstrategy.campaign.gov.uk 

There's also a NATS (National Air Traffic Service) paper on 
the new type of flight paths being introduced: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government 

/uploads/system/uploa .and a CAA (Civil Aviation 

Authority) paper on past and future noise levels: 

http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/docs/33 

/CAP%20i73i%2oAviation%2oStrategy%2oN... 

In summary the Green Paper: sets out to cater for the 
significant growth in flying it predicts will take place in the 
UK and around the world; argues that this growth can take 
place without exceeding the UK's aviation climate targets 
(how we all laughed in tragedy); assumes a third runway 
will be built at London Heathrow; contains some proposals 
on noise that some campaigners have been lobbying for 
over many years; describes the implications of the move 
from ground-based technology to satellite technology when 
designing flight paths; and sets out measures to improve 
and monitor air pollution from aircraft. 

The campaign group HACAN has further detail of these 
points: http://hacan.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/12 
/Green-Paper-summary-four.pdf 



Furthermore, the Paper fails to set out how continued 
aviation growth is compatible with existing environmental 
commitments, with the UK Government appearing content 
to let action on CO2 to only be delivered at an international 
level. This attitude is in stark contrast to even the previous 
advice in June 2018 from the UK CCC which has been 
ignored. They then warned that higher levels of aviation 
emissions in 2050 "must not be planned for" and raised a 
series of concerns about how one additional runway would 
not be compatible with efforts to reduce emissions, let 
alone more. They also warned (in terms of emissions) that 
expansion of Heathrow would require significant 
operational restrictions at all other UK airports. The Paper 
also consults on the decision-making process for delivering 
a further runway in the UK by 2050. The UK Dept, for 
Transport claims that the need for exploring another 
runway is due to higher growth than was predicted in 2015. 
(see above Civil Service comment). 

This Green Paper expects growth to take place at most 
airports: 

"aviation's share of emissions is likely to continue to 
increase as other sectors decarbonise more quickly. This 
means that aviation could represent 25% of the UK's (My 
addition:-much then) smaller budget for greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2050.". 

The recent report from the CCC recognises that because it 
is likely to be largely dependent on kerosene for some 
decades to come, aviation will not be able to de-carbonise 
in the way most other sectors will. It accepts that, even with 
the use of some hybrid/electric aircraft from the 2040s, 
aviation:- 

"would still result in emissions of 31 MtC02e in 2050. This 
is because a fully zero-carbon plane is not anticipated to be 
available by 2050 (My addition:-quelle suprise!), 
particularly for long-haul flights which account for the 
majority of emissions." This would allow for "a 60% 



increase in passenger demand above 2005 levels by 2050 
(demand is currently around 30% higher).". (Currently 
around 20% of passengers are frequent fliers (more than 
one return flight per year) and account for two thirds of all 
flights taken. While most of these people are wealthy - top 
2 deciles of income - not all are). This increase is less than 
the 90% the Department for Transport is currently 
predicting but way too much for a planet we've burdened 
with a climate breakdown emergency. At this rate by 2050 
we're toast. 

There are set out three main measures to tackle CO2:- A 
"long term vision and pathway for addressing UK aviation's 
impact on climate change" which will be kept under review 
to take account of new technological, improved operational 
efficiencies, market-based measures, sustainable fuels as 
well as demand management and behaviour change."; "to 
negotiate in ICAO (the UN body responsible for tackling 
international aviation climate emissions) for a long term 
goal for international aviation that is consistent with the 
temperature goals of the Paris Agreement"; and "to 
support and strengthen the Carbon Offsetting and 
Reduction Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA).". - 
This has a discredited reputation as an international 
scheme for aviation to off-set its emissions. 

These measures proposed are inadequate and untested. 
There is no guarantee the rest of the world will play ball in 
agreeing to a long term goal to cut emissions from 
international aviation or even to accept a tougher off¬ 
setting scheme. Equally, while technology is likely to result 
in cleaner aircraft, the timescales remain uncertain and it 
won't deliver that necessary. In addition to a higher 
emissions reduction target, this ailing Government needs 
to commit to publicly monitor the progress being made, by 
much stronger demand management measures and 
regulation will be required. 



So again, if its your thing there's still time to make your 
views known by 20th June. Maybe ask why publish it 
before the CCC reported and why business as usual predict 
and provide dinosaur thinking when we live in a Climate 
Breakdown Emergency? 
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Stay Grounded Network's Conference on 
Degrowth of Aviation 12th-14th of July 2019 
in Barcelona. 

Submitted Irt2 on Thu, 16/05/2019 - 19:48 
https://stay-grounded.org/conference/ 

As you know RisingTideUK are founder members of the 
Stay Grounded Network - to counter aviation and work 
towards a just transport system. Registration is now open 
for this exiting self-organised event. Next to open 
workshops, panel discussions and keynotes we want to 
bring together activists from social movements, NGO‘s and 
scientists in intensive working groups on how to reduce air 
traffic and what could be concrete next (political) steps. If 
you want to take part planning the struggle against aviation 
growth and the expansion of airport related infrastructure 
all over the world please register by checking out the 
webpages above. The conference will be flight-free and will 
be happy to share your stories about getting to Barcelona in 
that way on the Network's social media channels. It is also 
possible to attend online. 

Green growth and carbon neutral flights are an illusion, it 
is time to start a degrowth process for aviation. What 


would this look like? What are possible policy instruments 
that civil society should fight for, in order to put an end to 
the massive privileges of the aviation industry and to bring 
about a socially just and environmentally friendly transport 
system? 

Barcelona is a city getting overcrowded by mass tourism 
that has serious environmental and health problems 
because of its airport and flights. It is also a hot spot for 
research and debates on Degrowth, a concept that 
promotes an economy without growth, respecting our 
planetary boundaries. Together with the Institute of 
Environmental Science and Technology ICTA, the 
Environmental Justice project (www.enyjustice.org 
[http://www.enyjustice.org]), Ecologistas en Accion, and 
other groups and activists, Stay Grounded are organising 
this 3-day conference that will combine space for civil 
society encounters, open workshops and panel discussions, 
with closed sessions for registered participants and 
members of Stay Grounded in order to discuss pro's and 
con's and political feasibility of concrete measures (like a 
kerosene tax, a frequent flyer levy, bans of short haul 
flights, fostering of alternative transport modes etc.). The 
outcomes will be a clearer picture of what Stay Grounded, 
its members and other social movements, academic 
institutions and NGOs could demand and fight for, in order 
to reduce aviation in a just and fast way. We also want to 
identify strategies of how to build public pressure in order 
to achieve our aims and next campaign steps. 
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HORSE HILL PROTECTION CAMP NEEDS 
YOUR HELP 

Submitted Irt2 on Thu, 16/05/2019 - 19:44 

The Anti-Fracking-Acidisation Camp set up at OS 264-431 
at junction of A217 north of Hookwood, west of Horley in 
Surrey, near the so-called Gatwick gusher where UKOG are 
planning to drill further with several new wells, needs your 
help. Currently very low indeed on people and obviously 
anyone can visit anytime but locals currently prefer the 
camp to be a monitoring station not a base for disruptive 
action. If you're interested in staying there please contact 
RisingTideUK by emailing nils.response@riseup.net 
[mailto:nils.response@riseup.net] telling us a bit about 
yourself and we'll put you in touch. Horse Hill Monitoring 
Post page at https://www.facebook.com/groups 
/1907665622633042/ 
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Rising Tide is a grassroots international 
network of groups and individuals who 
take direct action to confront the root 
causes of climate change and to promote 
local, community-based solutions to the 
climate crisis. 


Rising Tide UK, 62 Fieldgate Street, London, El 1ES 
Tel: +44 (0)7708 794665 


Follow @risingtide_uk on Twitter 
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